
Lesson 4 

The Role of Parliament, 
MPs & Political Parties 



Registration Activity 

What do you 
think the 

connection is 
between these 

pictures? 



STARTER ACTIVITY 

 
Complete this 
worksheet 



Is Honesty important in Politics? 

How does Parliament ensure 
Integrity? 

Write these in your book and 
consider them throughout the 

lesson 



Learning Objective 

W.I.L.F.-What I’m Looking For: 

 

What 
Are We 
Learning  
Today? To be able to explain the role of parliament in representing the people. 

Date: 

To Reach Level 4 you 
will … 

To Reach Level 5 
you will … 

To Reach Level 6 you 
will … 

To Reach Level 7 you 
will … 

Identify & List the ways 
in which Parliament 
works and holds the 
government to account 

Describe how 
Parliament works 
and explain how it 
makes sure the 
government are 
honest about their 
actions 

Explain how the 3 parts 
of parliament work 
together to ensure the 
Integrity of the UK 
Democracy along with 
the media & public 

Create a proposal to 
the UK Government 
to make key changes 
to ensure that the UK 
government remains 
Honest, respected 
and transparent.  

Key Words 
 

Integrity  Honesty 
 
Parliament  Democracy 
 
Scrutinise  Transparent 

Izzy Independence 

• Manage your time 

• Stay focussed 

• Be motivated 

• Engage in all tasks 

• Be resourceful 

• Think carefully 

Rebecca Resilience 

• Persevere 

• Growth mind set 

• Stay positive 

• Avoid distractions 

• Stay strong 

 



There are 3 parts to our Parliament 

ELECTED BY 
THE VOTERS 
(PUBLIC) 

NOT ELECTED BY THE 
VOTERS (PUBLIC) 

NOT ELECTED BY THE 
VOTERS (PUBLIC) 

Each part of Parliament reviews and can make changes to a 
new law or a change to a law. They all watch the actions of 
each other.  
EVERY WEEK the Prime Minister has to go to Parliament 
to justify why he and his government have done what 
they have in the last week and any MP can ask him 
questions during this session.  
 
Every WEEK the Prime Minister has an audience with the 
Queen to discuss what he and the government have done 
and plan to do next. 



Watch this video and be prepared to answer this 
question: 

How does Parliament hold the government to account? 

Don’t forget to write brief notes at 
the back of your book while you’re 
watching this short film. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zA3f7DNhtSo


How does Parliament ensure Integrity? 
What are the 3 parts to 
Parliament and how do they 
ensure the government don’t 
just do what they want? 

How do we make sure the Government is DEMOCRATIC in the 
UK? 
 
 
 

How does the Government get it’s money to pay for 
things? 
 
 

The MP Expenses Scandal, 2009 

Description of what it was. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Arguments why it was wrong 

Arguments why it was not wrong 

 



How do we make sure the Government is DEMOCRATIC in the UK? 

Look at these images. What do they mean? How do we hold the government to 
account? 

VOTE 
MEDIA 
LOBBY/ 
PROTEST 
PARLIAMENT 



How does Parliament ensure Integrity? 
What are the 3 parts to 
Parliament and how do they 
ensure the government don’t 
just do what they want? 

How do we make sure the Government is DEMOCRATIC in the 
UK? 
 
VOTE; MEDIA; LOBBY/ PROTEST;  & PARLIAMENT 

How does the Government get it’s money to pay for 
things? 
 
 

The MP Expenses Scandal, 2009 

Description of what it was. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Arguments why it was wrong 

Arguments why it was not wrong 

 



How does the Government get it’s money to pay for things? 
National Insurance  = You pay National Insurance contributions to qualify for certain 
benefits including the State Pension. You pay National Insurance if you’re 16 or over, an 
employee earning above £155 a week, self-employed and making a profit of £5,965 or more 
a year. You need a National Insurance number before you can start paying National 
Insurance contributions which is posted to you when you’re 16.  
VAT = This stands for Value Added Tax and is the tax that suppliers of goods and services 
charge customers. It is currently 20%. So if you have ever bought something from a shop, 
you have paid VAT. 
Income Tax = Income Tax is a tax you pay on your income (that means the money you make). 
You pay tax on things like money you earn from employment (wages), profits you make if 
you’re self-employed - including from services you sell through websites or apps; some 
state benefits; most pensions, including state pensions, company and personal pensions and 
retirement allowances; interest on savings and pensioner bonds; rental income (unless 
you’re a live-in landlord and get £4,250 or less); benefits you get from your job; income 
from a trust; dividends from company shares  
Council Tax = Council tax is a system of local taxation collected by local authorities. It is a 
tax on domestic property (your Home). 
Vehicle Excise duty (Commonly known as Car/Road Tax) = Car vehicle tax rates are based on 
either engine size or fuel type and CO2 emissions, depending on when the vehicle was 
registered. The rates are split into bands. The lower the emissions, the lower the vehicle 
tax. Business Rates 

Excise Duty 
Corporation Tax 
Other-including Stamp Duty  

In your life time the majority of people will pay all the 
RED taxes. Some may also pay the business taxes as well 
(in Blue). 



How does Parliament ensure ? 
What are the 3 parts to 
Parliament and how do they 
ensure the government don’t 
just do what they want? 

How do we make sure the Government is DEMOCRATIC in the 
UK? 
 
 
 

How does the Government get it’s money to pay for 
things? FROM TAXES SUCH AS: 
National Insurance, VAT, Income Tax Council Tax Vehicle 
Excise duty (Commonly known as Car/Road Tax) 

The MP Expenses Scandal, 2009 

Description of what it was. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Arguments why it was wrong 

Arguments why it was not wrong 

 



The MP Expenses Scandal, 2009 
Why do you 
think people 

were upset that 
our then Prime 

Minister Gordon 
Brown had paid 

his brother  
£6, 577? 

What right did 
the public think 
they had to be 
upset do you 

think? 

Friday 23 October 2009 
10.56 BST 

The British economy is 
mired in its longest 
recession on record, as 
government figures out 
this morning showed a 
shock 0.4% drop in 
gross domestic product 
(GDP) in the third 
quarter of the year.  



The MP Expenses Scandal, 2009 
Does it count as 
being dishonest 

if you are 
working within 
the guidelines 
that were in 

place as Mr & 
Mrs Keen 
argued? 

MPs' Expenses: 
The Telegraph's 
investigation, The 
Expenses Files, 
into how 
politicians - from 
the Cabinet to 
backbenchers of 
all parties - 
exploited the 
system of 
parliamentary 
allowances to 
subsidise their 
lifestyles and 
multiple homes.  



THINK-PAIR-SHARE 

THINK- about the question/task 

• What do you know? 
• What experience have you 

had? 
• What connections can you 

make? 

PAIR- with your partner 

• Listen to ideas 
• Share your ideas 
• Create new ideas together 

SHARE- your ideas with others in 

the class/group discussion when 
your teacher says 

• Listen to ideas 
• Share your ideas 
• Share your partner’s ideas 
• Create new ideas together 

You have a MORAL & HUMAN RIGHT to speech. You 
also have a MORLA RESPONSIBILITY to listen to the 
others in your group/your partner. 

MINI TASK = USE THE CHECKLIST –HOW WELL DID YOU DO IN 
THE DISCUSSION? 



DISCUSSION CHECKLIST 

Did you STOP? Did you NOTICE? Did you LISTEN? 

Stage 1  I didn’t pause to assess 
the situation and what 
was expected of me in 
this activity 

 I didn’t notice what was 
going on during this 
activity as I was not 
engaged 

 I couldn’t avoid making the 
same mistakes I usually make 
in situations like this and got 
distracted 

Stage 2  I found it difficult to pause 
to assess the situation and 
what was expected of me 
in this activity 

 I was aware of what 
was happening e.g. 
what the activity was 

 I found it difficult to avoid 
making the same mistakes I 
usually make in situations like 
this e.g. getting distracted 

Stage 3  I managed to pause and 
assess the situation and 
what was expected of me 
in this activity 

 I was aware of what 
was happening and 
what was expected of 
me in this activity 

 I knew the right thing to do in 
this situation 

 I was aware of the mistakes I 
often make in situations like 
this and tried to avoid them 

Stage 4  I managed to pause and 
assess the situation and 
what was expected of me 
in this activity, but I may 
have been swayed off task 
even though I knew what 
the right action was 

 I was well aware of 
what was happening 
and had a good 
understanding of what 
was expected of me in 
this activity and what 
others were doing 

 I knew the right thing to do in 
this situation 

 I did not make the same 
mistakes I have before, 
because I have learned from 
them 

We all need to be a reflective Roger sometimes and consider what we have done and how we have done 
it. By doing this we can look at our strengths and consider how to overcome the things we find difficult so 
we can ‘grow’. Look at the statements below and consider the discussion exercise you have just done. Tick 
the boxes in each column that best represent you during that task.  



How does Parliament ensure Integrity? 
What are the 3 parts to 
Parliament and how do they 
ensure the government don’t 
just do what they want? 

How do we make sure the Government is DEMOCRATIC in the 
UK? 
 
 
 

How does the Government get it’s money to pay for 
things? 
 
 

The MP Expenses Scandal, 2009 

Description of what it 
was. 
 
The Telegraph's investigation, 
The Expenses Files, into how 
politicians - from the Cabinet 
to backbenchers of all parties - 
exploited the system of 
parliamentary allowances to 
subsidise their lifestyles and 
multiple homes.  

Arguments why it was wrong 
 

The country was in a recession so the 
average voter was struggling to keep 
food on the table & a roof over their 
heads. It was our Taxes that were being 
used to help pay for 2nd homes etc. 

Arguments why it was not wrong 
 

The majority of the MPs were not 
breaking the rules that had been laid 
out by parliament as to what was ok to 
count as expenses. 



Is Honesty important in Politics? 

Continuum Line time! 

Remember: 
I will ask YOU WHY you are where you are so you need to be prepared to EXPLAIN & 
JUSTIFY your opinion! 

You have 5 minutes to write your answer 
to this question in your book and get into 
position on the continuum Line! 



Making Parliament more transparent 
20 July 2015 

For the first time ever, members of the public will be able to electronically petition the House of Commons. Any British 
citizen or UK resident will be able to start or sign a petition, raising concerns about issues that either the Government or 
the Commons are responsible for.   http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2015/july/e-petitions-site-launch/ 

 
The Commons goes live  
Even after the House of Lords was televised there was still 
considerable resistance from MPs over extending this to the 
Commons. When Members debated an experiment in late 1985 it 
was narrowly rejected by 275 votes to 263. In 1988 MPs debated 
televising the Commons for the eleventh time in 22 years. Prior to 
the debate the Labour leader, Neil Kinnock, asked why Mrs Thatcher 
opposed the reform. "My concern is for the good reputation of this 
House," replied the Prime Minister to Labour chants of "frit, frit, 
frit", shorthand for "frightened". 
In a free vote there was a majority of 54 in favour of a six-month 
experiment. Preparations were slow and a committee dealing with 
the broadcasting arrangements did not report to the House until 
May 1989. The first proceedings to be televised were the Debate on 
the Address in November 1989, and the first televised speech was 
by Ian Gow, a Conservative opponent of the experiment. 
Initially broadcasters could only show a close-up of each speaker or 
a wide shot, but this was relaxed after a few weeks to allow 
reaction shots. Televised proceedings led to a substantial increase in 
the number of news reports featuring the Commons, and in July 
1990 the House agreed to make the experiment permanent. 
Important occasions such as the Budget and resignation speeches 
by ministers were all broadcast live on television. 

We can watch Parliament Debate new 
ideas for laws, we can petition the 
government directly and follow them on 
social media as well as visiting our MP 
directly in MP Surgeries or at Parliament. 
Committees of MPs & Lords SCRUTINISE 
the actions of the Government on certain 
issues. Does this go far 

enough in YOUR 
OPINION? 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2015/july/e-petitions-site-launch/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2015/july/e-petitions-site-launch/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2015/july/e-petitions-site-launch/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2015/july/e-petitions-site-launch/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2015/july/e-petitions-site-launch/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2015/july/e-petitions-site-launch/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2015/july/e-petitions-site-launch/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2015/july/e-petitions-site-launch/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2015/july/e-petitions-site-launch/


P =  

E =  

E =  

For Example: 
Parliament ensures that the UK Democratic system has integrity 
because…. 

For Example: 
Parliamentary sessions in the house of 
Commons are televised to help create an 
ethos of honesty with the voters… 

For Example: 
This is important as it allows voters & the 
media to monitor the actions of the 
government & MPs rather than just 
Parliament. If more people are watching it 
means we will spot ‘wrong doing’ more 
quickly. 

PEE CHAIN QUESTION: 

Is Parliament Efficient in ensuring 
the Integrity of our Democracy? 

Link Phrase= I know this because……. 

Link Phrase=This example highlights... 

HOMEWORK 
TASK 



Lesson Review I think the Level I have been 
working at today is …. 

I think I have been working 
at this Level because ….. 

Plenary-Traffic Light your Learning Objective 

(R) RED = Have not met My 
Learning Objective 
(A) AMBER = Kind of have met 
the Learning Objective 
(G) GREEN = Definitely have met 
the Learning Objective today 

L/O=  
To be able to 
explain the role of 
parliament in 
representing the 
people. 
 

To Reach Level 4 you 
will … 

To Reach Level 5 
you will … 

To Reach Level 6 you 
will … 

To Reach Level 7 you will 
… 

Identify & List the 
ways in which 
Parliament works 
and holds the 
government to 
account 

Describe how 
Parliament works 
and explain how it 
makes sure the 
government are 
honest about their 
actions 

Explain how the 3 
parts of parliament 
work together to 
ensure the Integrity of 
the UK Democracy 
along with the media 
& public 

Create a proposal to the 
UK Government to make 
key changes to ensure 
that the UK government 
remains Honest, 
respected and 
transparent.  


