Setting the Scene

‘Why is there conflict at Stanton Moor?’



A storm is brewing on Stanton Moor - an area of natural beauty famed for its wildlife and its archaeology, in the Derbyshire Peak District, where quarrying proposals and spiritual and ecological concerns meet head-on. A protest camp, an application to reopen quarries, and aristocratic landowners all seem part of the plot.  “It's yet another example of conflicting interests and values in today's Britain - where land use permissions and rights to mineral exploitation meet intangible ideas of heritage and spirituality, how do you judge the issue?” - says Dr Jenny Blain of Sheffield Hallam University. 



The Stone Circle at Stanton Moor

The Nine Ladies is a strange place. It's an Early Bronze Age circle about 15m across, adjacent to other sacred sites on Stanton Moor. It consists of ten stones, one of which is horizontal and was below ground until droughts and erosion revealed it in the 1970s. The circle is very popular with visitors to Stanton Moor.

Recently the ground around the stone has been reinforced with mesh and non-local grass species. It doesn't look great, but it is the solution of the Park Authority to reduce erosion around the site as much as possible.
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The Peak Park authority:

The unique Millstone grit is relatively rare, and has been widely used in construction in the Peak Park area for centuries. About a dozen medium to small quarries extract sandstone for use as building stone. The largest quarries are at Stoke Hall, (Grindleford), Stanton Moor and Birchover.  The Park Authority want local buildings to be maintained with the traditional thin cut gritstone roofing, which is difficult to get hold of. Quarries are allowed to be opened within the park to supply this demand for sandstone but the demand for sandstone is increasing, as lots of old building need to be maintained in order for them to be in keeping with the scenic surroundings.

The Peak Park authority have also reported that each year around 40,000 people visit the 4000 year old Stone Circle which is causing a rapid increase in erosion of this fragile site. Recent soil erosion has revealed evidence of a tenth stone and today approximately 20cm is exposed. Damage has also been caused by visitors digging holes for campfires and even chipping off pieces of stone as souvenirs. If this continues it is likely the site will be damaged and of no significance to anybody.

The Stone Quarry Company:

On 12 December 2003, the quarry company Stancliffe Stone submitted a scheme to the Peak District National Park Authority for working the old quarries at Endcliffe and Lees Cross. They want to extract 3.2 million tons of rock from a 13 hectare site within 100m of the Nine Ladies Stone Circle.

The extraction of the stone will take about 40 years, which would secure jobs for the local village. The case for the quarries are that they have existing permission from 1952, although the quarry has been left dormant for over 40 years.  The quarries would provide up to a 100 jobs for local people and could be extracted in an environmentally sensitive after which the area could be relandscaped.

Sandcliffe Stone Company have said that they would actually be greatly reducing the destruction of the stone circle and in fact would spend thousands of pounds redeveloping new footpaths in order to cope with the massive increases in tourist numbers to the area.
The Eco-Warriors:

Some of the problems that the Eco-warriors have highlighted are that there is the risk that the scenic beauty surrounding the Nine Ladies stone circle could be damaged, as the quarrying would have a large visual impact upon the area.  The Eco warriors also believe that the original 1952 quarry license is wholly inappropriate today as it does not provide the necessary environmental safeguards that accompany today’s quarrying licenses.   The Eco warriors have also suggested that the quarry could cause possible landslips, which could prove to be a significant health and safety risk.  

The Eco warriors are also quick to point out that the increased lorry traffic which would need access to the sites would lead to an inevitable increase in noise and dust pollution which in turn could effect visitor numbers and tourism in the local area.  Some of the eco warriors are of the pagan religion and see the stone circle site as holding a religious significance to them.   

Local residents in the surrounding tourist village.

Gift shops and cafes which cater for the needs of tourists are often more profitable than shops selling everyday goods for local people (such as butchers or bakers). In some villages where tourist shops are in the majority there are few shops catering for the local people. The local community may feel pushed out by the tourists and there is the big problem of there not being enough well paid jobs throughout the year.  The problem is being made worse by the fact that younger people have started to move out of the area in order to find well paid jobs and that the future of the village is uncertain.

Some local residents therefore are in favour of the quarries being re-opened so that they are less reliant on tourism and less young people feel it necessary to leave in search of nonseasonal full time employment.

 However, a small group of local people feel that the quarry will mean that the small surrounding roads will become heavily over used by large vehicles coming and going from the proposed quarry and have set up a resident association in order to campaign against the new quarry.
