Character Education: Shot at Dawn History Lesson Plan

              

	 Lesson 1. 50 minutes

	Context: (including NC/syllabus reference)
This is the history scheme on World War One 
The Program of study is on the Western Front and the soldiers who were sentenced to execution under court martial.
Previous – causes of WW1. It would be useful for the students to have some knowledge of the reasons men volunteered to fight and of Pals Battalions. It may also be useful for students to have knowledge of battles on the Somme and methods of fighting and tactics. 
Next       - Treaty of Versailles.
Character Education virtue: Justice (theme: leadership)

	Differentiated learning objectives: All pupils will be able to change their opinion and will be able to explain how they feel towards those shot at dawn, using examples of others’ attitudes. Possibly with examples. All pupils will be able to describe what warranted the death sentence and explain why it was used. 

Most pupils will be able to explain why the death penalty existed and will be able to empathise and explain their changing attitudes towards leadership and justice. Most pupils will be able to debate a rule, explaining why it is unjust and should not be respected and be able to counter argue using character education terminology, applying virtues to their example.

Some pupils will be able to make links between the examples and the character virtues, evaluating their opinion in a GCSE style answer. Most should be able to respond to an argument appropriately using character education terminology, reflecting on their awareness and understanding of that virtue. Some pupils will be able to make links between the men’s actions and the contrast with the demands of the leaders and will reflect on their awareness and understanding of the virtue of justice. 

	Teacher activity
	Time
	Student activity

	T greets pupils at door. T seats in mixed ability groups of roughly 4/6 and prompts groups to engage with the booklet and starter activity
Introduces SOW
Reinforce character education terminology and remind that 346 executions were carried out, why that number? Why not reduced to prison sentences? Highlights blue prompts
Shares examples given by class. If struggling: ties, school uniform, parents check phones, restrictions on Internet in School/parental controls, no under 13s allowed to have accounts.
Review teacher to lead reflection for each student to select the key character virtue of the lesson and to explain how it has been demonstrated. 
	10 mins
10 mins

10 mins

10 mins

5 mins

5 mins
	Students hypothesise
 ‘Is it ever right to kill someone?’ initial thoughts written in booklet. Will they challenge their ideas?
Students to read in groups the contemporary context and opinions. 

Change opinion on scale. 
Evaluate and engage with death penalty charges.

Demonstrate:

Paired debate on a school or home rule which should not be punishable and so not respected. 

Individual reflection and past paper style question answered: 

Paired task to argue opinion, listen and counter argue. Need to use character education terminology. 

Reflection: what would be the consequence if soldiers were not executed?

Complete lesson review in booklet.


	Homework:  reflection point. What would be the consequence if there exemplar rule WAS abolished to their lives and the lives of those in their community? 

	Resources: powerpoint, booklet, dictionaries. 


