Character Education: Shot at Dawn History Lesson Plan

              

	 Lesson 2. 50 minutes

	Context: (including NC/syllabus reference)
This is the history scheme on World War One 
The Program of study is on the Western Front and the soldiers who were sentenced to execution under court martial.
Previous – causes of WW1. It would be useful for the students to have some knowledge of the reasons men volunteered to fight and of Pals Battalions. It may also be useful for students to have knowledge of battles on the Somme and methods of fighting and tactics. 
Next       - Treaty of Versailles.
Character Education virtue: Justice (theme: moral dilemma)

	Differentiated learning objectives:
All pupils will be able to describe the soldiers’ executions applying character virtues. They will share their emotions and feelings on the execution from another view point with others, using character education terminology.
Most pupils will be able to explain why they have chosen these words and emotions and to explain their definition of those word (based upon reading the poem.) They will then apply these virtues to a conversation  role play. 

Some pupils will be able to make links between the men’s executioners’ actions and emotions and that of the leaders/comrades/families at home. They will feel comfortable challenging the emotions of other groups and pressing further for justifications and definitions. They will be able to demonstrate their awareness through the moral dilemma and the change in protagonist. They will feel comfortable leading a role play and explaining the emotions involved, relating to the virtues of leadership, bravery and justice.

	Teacher activity
	Time
	Student activity

	T greets pupils at door. T reminds students of groups and 
Teacher to introduce modern site at Poperinge and the theme of how the soldiers were killed. 

Introduce the men who fired the shots after the poem has been read. Why did they do it? How do they feel about their actions?

Lead whole class feedback in smaller groups:
Teacher to eavesdrop and record thoughts and key words on board of 3 most important emotions form sticky notes. 

Teacher to lead categorisation of 3 key emotions. Act as a clarifier of key words. 
Introduce concept of moral dilemma. 
Setup role play
Review teacher to lead reflection for each student to select the key character virtue of the lesson and to explain how it has been demonstrated. 
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	‘Is it ever right to kill someone who is your friend or colleague?’ initial thoughts written in booklet.
Students to read poem in groups. 

Students to make inferences about how the soldiers were killed. 

More able to discuss the role of other people in the poem and the convict’s opinion and attitude towards them. How does the convict want to be perceived by the ‘lads’ shooting at him? How do they know this?

Discussion as to why they were killed that way. 
Group activity: Less able to note down the emotions and reactions of those firing – can use emoticons, images and words. 

Group to be halved: Group A move clockwise and take your sheet with you
· Group A should explain:
· Why did they shoot their comrades?

· How would they feel about their actions?

· Group B should:
· Circle any words you agree with.

· If there are any you disagree with you should challenge Group A and ask them to further explain why they have selected this emotion.

Categorise emotions: bravery, leadership, forgiveness, kindness, fairness. 

Moral dilemma –case study of truanting friend. Student to individually decide on their action and why.  More able encouraged to transpose this scenario to involve a younger sibling-do their actions change and why?

Create moral dilemma role play in pairs.

Give it a suitable title.  
Peer reviewed by another pairing, how would they have intervened in the scene? Share ideas verbally. 

Individually complete lesson review in booklet and select and explain key words of the lesson


	Homework: booklet review. Make a note of a recent situation or one in the time in between lessons where a moral decision has had to be made. Did they recognise and were aware of more than one action? Which action did they take and why?

	Resources: powerpoint, booklet, A3 paper, sticky notes – 3 per group, exercise books, dictionaries. 


