	CLASS/ YEAR:

KS3 (Year 8 or 9)
	
	DATE: 
	Lesson context: Students have had an introduction to Blues Music. In addition to this, students learnt about the term ‘respect’ and ‘perseverance’ and have continued to learn the 12 bar blues pattern on the keyboard.
 

	
	
	Lesson 4
	

	STUDENT/TEACHER ACTIVITY:
	DESIRED IMPACT ON LEARNING: 

What are students learning? (Inc. differentiation)
	ASSESSMENT TO SUPPORT LEARNING:

How do you know ALL students have learnt/ made progress? (Inc. differentiation)

	STARTER ACTIVITY:
	Students are learning how confident they are, but also how confident they are in comparison to their peers. 
	Students use white boards to show their answers to the questions on the PP so that all students are involved and engaged.


	Students should take the confidence quiz using whiteboards. Students receive a score for each question they answer and the total shows them how confident they are. 

	
	

	LEARNING OBJECTIVE:
	SUCCESS CRITERIA:

	· To understand the term ‘confidence’ and how confident you are as a person.

· To be able to improvise a simple melody using notes of the blues scale.

· To be able to improve your piece of work by having the confidence to move forward to the next challenge set.


	            A Little Confidence:
Start with three notes from the scale and practice putting them in different orders until you find one that sounds catchy like a melody.

Try to change the note lengths – some notes should be short and some longer. Try doubling up some of the notes to make it more interesting.

For the melody to work, always come back to the route note of C. 

Borderline Confidence:
Ask your partner to play the 12 bar blues underneath. Try playing your improvised melody over the top of the accompaniment.

Commit to your notes! Play the notes with confidence, don’t shy away from them! Add more notes to your melody – go for it!

Total Confidence:
Use the whole blues scale whilst your partner plays the 12 bar blues underneath. Change the rhythm, the note lengths and make it up on the spot.

Be brave – add the 12 bar blues in yourself with your left hand whilst you play the melody with your right over the top.



	INTRODUCTION:
	Students are able to hear what improvisation sounds like but also understand the reason why they are learning the 12 bar blues – as an accompaniment to improvise over. 

	Students will be putting their hand up to show if they think the piece is improvised or not, teacher can then assess what all students think. 


	Students listen to two pieces and have to guess which one is improvised. The pieces are: Improvised Piece I by Dave Holland / Barre Phillips and On Green Dolphin Street by Miles Davis. The answer is both, but in their own way, as Improvised Piece I is completely played on the spot and On Green Dolphin Street uses the 12 bar blues and improvises over the top.  Students should then answer the following:
On a scale of 1-10 (10 being very, 1 being not at all) how confident do you need to be to improvise?
Do you need to have more confidence than if you were playing a piece of sheet music?
Why / why not?
On a scale of 1-10 how confident do you feel about improvising?

	
	

	DEVELOPMENT:
	Students should use the confidence success criteria to learn how to improvise

	Students set themselves a target depending on their ability and how confident they are at improvising. This allows all students to make progress in the lesson.

	Students then work on the improvising using the confidence success criteria above.  Students should use perseverance to take them to the next level and also refer back to the respect rules they wrote in lesson 2 so that all character strengths are used throughout the lesson. 
Half way through the lesson use the Caterpillar Process to assess, reflect and improve.


	
	

	PLENARY:
	Students are able to think about what they achieved today but also what they will need to do next lesson to progress further. 
	Target setting and peer feedback allows all students to take responsibility for their own learning.

	Students should finish the lesson by doing the following:

· Now go back to the whiteboards…

· On a scale of 1-10 (10 being very, 1 being not at all) how confident are you at improvising?

· Has it improved from the start of the lesson?

· Speak to your partner.

· What do you need to do next time to improve?

· Tick and set a target…
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