Character Education Lessons- Accompanying word document detailing planning

Lesson 1- ‘Does Charity Begin at Home or Just With the Rich?’
Play ‘Big Yellow Taxi’ whilst the pupils have chance to reflect upon the key messages of the song and the question on slide one. Pupils to discuss, within mixed ability groups, and write down their initial responses.
Run through the key questions, on slide two, and explain the purpose of the lessons.
Use slide three to discuss the statement in bold. What does he mean? What does it mean to have ‘direction’? Think about examples of successful people and their ‘vision’
Use the questions on this slide to reflect upon the ‘vision’ of pupils within the room. 
Slide four is an interesting ‘aside’ as we begin to consider whether it is necessary to have success in order to breed it. Can anyone ‘make it’ or is it all about who you know and how rich you are?
Slide five provides a hyperlink to a video explaining the process of philanthropy. It breaks it down into the four steps involved and how one individual can set up a project with success. The video should be played through twice. On the first occasion, pupils can reflect upon the key points then, on the second play through, they have the time and opportunity to write down the ‘steps’ involved. This is crucial as they will use this model when planning their own project.
Slide six is designed as a checklist to the work they have already produced but pupils could be provided with a copy, if required.
Slide seven introduces a celebrity model, ‘The Giving Pledge’. Most pupils will, at least, be familiar with Bill Gates and be able to view this in a reflective manner. Would they do the same? Is it the right thing to do? Is there anything wrong with leaving all your wealth to your family? Does charity begin at home?
Slide eight could be used as a separate lesson or even with liaison between the PSHCE and English department. An interesting debate that could be planned out or, just briefly, discussed. Responses could be assessed through verbal contributions or written reflections.
Slide nine is an ‘aside’ that further promotes reflective practice and a reassurance that people can make a difference. A pop video from the 1990’s that resulted in 26 missing children being found. They used their time, their money, but also their resources to gain success within their project.
A nice end to the lesson with slide ten being something that pupils can do within the lesson, if time allows or as an extension task. Dependent upon school policy, this could also be a homework task.

Lesson 2- ‘How to we obtain and measure ‘greatness’?
The lesson should begin with allowing pupils to listen to ‘Good Feeling’ Flo Rida, whilst having opportunity to reflect upon the key question for the lesson. This can be found on slide 11.
Slide twelve also has a song with thought provoking lyrics and allows children to break the key question down into more manageable parts. All questions allow for development of thinking skills and give pupils opportunities to make links between ideas.
Slide thirteen provides an opportunity for pupils to look at another example of a young people who gained success, within a project, and the advice they had for other young people. To what extent do we agree that our peers influence us? Can you be a good person if you are surrounded by bad people? Who would we aspire to be like? What would be our ‘dream team’?
Slide fourteen is an ‘aside’ to help pupils recognise that a great team does not always need to be one with ‘sinless’ members. That no individual is perfect, but it is about making the most of the good qualities that each member possesses. On this slide is a clip from the show, but most pupils will be familiar with the characters involved.
The main task, from this discussion, is found on slide fifteen. At this point, the pupils have to choose their work teams. It is important that they make this decision for themselves but they consider the advice provided within previous discussions and slides. They then draw the members of their team and list the qualities that will be beneficial to the team as a whole. When they, later, begin to plan their ideas for their project; they will need to refer back to this.
Slide sixteen is meant, at this stage, just for discussion. It will help you to explain to the class where we need to get to! Provide a few examples of projects that you are aware of that have been a success and confirm the process involved. 
Watch the video on slide seventeen and look again at the process. What made his project a success?
Pupils can be advised of the link on page eighteen and encouraged to ‘go out’ and begin to reflect upon what they can actually achieve and how they will go about ensuring it happens. How will they succeed and obtain a ‘great’ project?
Use slide nineteen to allow pupils time to create a plan for key questions to answer for homework or in ICT. This will allow opportunity for the research required.

Lesson 3- ‘How Do Dreams Become Reality?’
Without putting the planning slide back up, play the song and reflect upon this question. This can be found on slide twenty.
Use slide twenty-one to allow pupils to explore the key question further. This also provides an opportunity for pupils to recognise that all visionaries face barriers, but it is all about recognising the potential problems and ‘being prepared’. It is at this point that pupils will need re-directing back to the initial ideas they had. Have they followed the process? 
Slide twenty-two allows pupils the opportunity to look at another example of an individual who was successful, within a project, at a young age. What advice does he provide? What do we understand from this?
Slide twenty-three is the real-life example of a ‘visionary’. Watch the video and allow pupils to pick out the steps of the process that Martin Luther King Jr followed. This is a great resource as it told through the eyes of a child, in simple terms that pupils can all access. 
How does this compare to the advice given on slide twenty-four? What challenges have we had to overcome to get what we want? The ‘greatest’ of people face the biggest rejections- they just see this as a chance to prove different! Perhaps allow pupils, if they are willing to share, their own experiences of rejection/ barriers and the impact it had upon them. Do all people have to overcome barriers/problems?
Look at the video clip on slide twenty-five to investigate this further. This is a list of various people who achieved ‘greatness’ in their life, despite things not looking great! What do they all have in common? Determination etc. Get pupils to list ideas based upon their knowledge of these people.
And, so… 
Slide twenty-six provides pupils with some final words of advice from a young entrepreneur. It is all about having a goal and going for it! We have come full circle and pupils have established that we start with direction, but that alone is not enough. There has to be a firm ‘vision’- an end in sight. A goal that they are determined to get to! What is the end goal for your team?
Use slide twenty-seven as that final opportunity for pupils to reflect upon the importance of philanthropy and using their time, money and resources to make a difference. This video has some very powerful images, with an even more powerful message to the students. Allow them time to reflect upon this.
Finally, slide twenty-eight is a great background as the pupils finalise their project plans.  As they do so, provide support as required. However, the project really needs to be ‘owned’ by them.

Lesson 4- The project 
Whilst this is one of the lessons. It is impossible to ‘plan’ this for the pupils as the teacher should now have the role of a facilitator. It may be that the ‘lesson’ takes place outside of the lesson, or even outside of the normal school day. This is dependent upon the planning of the groups involved. Pupils will need to liaise with staff to ensure their project is a success and that they have all the resources they require. 

Lesson 5- Reflection/ assessment of the project’s success
Details of this are on page/ slide twenty-eight. There are two activities; the cartoon strip and the assessment of their project based upon the chart of steps. They will be required to look at the model provided and give marks out of ten as to what extent they completed each step and question within it. It doesn’t matter if their project was not a success, as they have already recognised that ‘failure’ only happens if you give up trying/caring. What successes did they gain? Maybe they developed their teamwork skills or recognised how much time/money they waste…
What could they improve upon, if they were to complete the project/task again?
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