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Dilemma 2: More than a patient  

 You have just taken over a single-handed general practice in a small, isolated community. 

You have always wanted a rural practice, and hope someday to marry and raise children 

there. Pat Cuthbert is an attractive, intelligent, level-headed patient whose family has lived 

in the community for generations. Pat is also a member of the hiking club you have joined. 

You have been treating Pat for some time for a skin condition, which appears to be clearing 

up. Although visits will continue to be necessary for monitoring, the patient is substantially 

improved. At the end of a visit, Pat smiles warmly and invites you to dinner, clearly showing 

an interest in being more than your patient. 
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